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TWIMC

Re: Road Funding

Salutation

As a member of the Decorah Area Chamber of Commerce, I am writing to urge you to consider an increase to the state gas tax. As part of one of the largest business representative in Northeast Iowa with more than 400 members, we are asking your support of an increase to the state gas tax. As you are aware the issue of road funding has been a highly discussed topic over the past few legislative sessions.  It is again a main priority for cities, counties and the state to keep our roads adequately funded.

TIME-21 was passed to create a new funding source for roads in Iowa.  The Legislature and Governor Culver were convinced of the need to create this fund, however, they failed to fully fund it.  We are again reaching out to you, our legislative representative, to push to fund TIME-21 fully and help generate the revenues needed to maintain our current roadway system.

In Winneshiek County, where Decorah resides, the county has drastically reduced the amount of work being done on the secondary system solely due to revenues not keeping up with expenditures. The cost of fuel, materials (sand, salt, road rock, asphalt and concrete), equipment replacement and maintenance, all routine day to day expenditures, has risen as much as 70% with revenues remaining almost flat.  In a county such as Winneshiek, where we make the maximum transfer into the road fund allowed by Iowa Code, the need for additional funds elsewhere is critical.
Iowa is a rural economy state.  When you have a rural economy you are heavily dependant on the roads on the Secondary System.  Farms, animal confinement facilities, bio-fuel plants and wind farms are typically located on the secondary system putting a great demand on that system.  In addition, many counties have had roads transferred to them from the primary system with minimal funding to support the costs of these roads.  Communities that relied on the DOT for access in and out of the towns are now relying on the counties and the county’s resources are dwindling. 
The time has come that something must be done.  Every day that we delay costs the cities, counties and DOT more money in inflation and the exponential decay of roads.  The Department of Transportation has given you reports of the costs to maintain Iowa’s road system and every year it increases.   Please act now and increase funding for roads, it is in the best interest of everyone.

I am in agreement with the DACC Board of Directors who support this measure because it will also have a positive economic impact to our area. An investment in infrastructure is an investment in jobs. Many of the largest local employers here have a focus on infrastructure development- materials, roads, etc. It also is necessary to keep our smaller communities accessible and our economies growing. 

I ask that you, as my elected official, consider the positive impact investment in our quickly deteriorating infrastructure will mean to our communities and our state. An increase in the gas tax can provide funding by those who use these infrastructures- spreading the cost over many including visitors to the state. The time is come to step up and make these investments before our infrastructure deteriorates even more.

Sincerely,

Member of the Decorah Area Chamber of Commerce

